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and honourable peace, and disposedl to leave the manage-
ment of It to her own wisdom, and that of her own council.
She had, therefore, several months before the session began,
sent to inform the States General of some overtures which
had been made her by the enemy; and, during that summer,
Her Majesty took several farther steps in that great affair,
until at length, after many difficulties, a congress at Utrecht,
for a general peace, was agreed upon, the whole proceedings
of which previous negotiations, between our court and that
of France, I shall, in its .proper place, very particularly re-
late.

The nation was already upon a better foot, with respect
to its debts; for the Earl of Oxford, lord treasurer, had, in
the preceeding session, proposed and effected ways and
means, in the House of Commons" (where he was then a
member), for providing a parliamentary fund, to clear the
heavy arrear of ten millions (whereof the greatest part lay
upon the navy), without any new burthen (at least after a
very few years) to the kingdom; and, at the same time, he
took care to prevent farther incumbrances upon that article,
by finding ready money for naval provisions, which has saved
the public somewhat more than cent, per cent, in that mighty
branch of our expenses.

The clergy were altogether in the interests and the
measures of the present ministry, which had appeared so
boldly in their defence, during a prosecution against one of
their members,2 where the whole sacred order was under-
stood to be concerned. The zeal shown for that most
religious bill, to settle a fund for, building fifty new churches
in and about the city of London,3 was a fresh obligation ;
and they were farther highly gratified, by Her Majesty's
choosing one of their body to be a great officer of state.4

By this time likewise, all disputes about these principles,
which used originally to divide Whig and Tory, were wholly

1 P. Fitzgerald adds " (as it was their duty)."   [W. S. J.]

3 Dr. Sacheverell.   [N.]

3 A suggestion originally made by Swift himself. See vol. iii., p. 45,
of present edition. [T. S.]

* Dr. Robinson, Lord Bishop of Bristol, to be Lord Privy Seal.
[ORIGINAL NOTE.] Dr. Robinson, who was appointed Bishop of London
in 1713, died in 1723. [W. S. J.]